Section 1: Introduction 

—^^■— ^— »«^-^^^» ' ■ ■'■ ■ ■■■— m 



The Tampul^as are a group of about 6000 people* Most of 
them live north and west of Dahoya in the Northern Region of 
Ghana • 



About 100 years ago all the Tampulma « lived near Daboya, 
but it was at that time that a large number moved to the Gambaga 
area where they helped the Mamprusis in tribal wars. In the 
late 1950's they were asked to leave the tiambaga area, and most 
of them moved back to their traditional area* 

* 

As a result of the separation of the two groups there have 

* 

arisen two dialects* The group that returned became assimilated 
into the Tampulma villages in the southern half of the area, 
although two new villages were built immediately north of Daboya, 
namely Lingbinsl [pop* 1000] and Dissa [pop. 400]. The two 
groups are mutually intelligible with minor phonological and 



vocabulary differences* 

Tampulma has been assigned to the Grusi sub-group of the Gur 
group of languages, and is closely allied with Vagala and Sissala. 

A small number speak the Gonja language, which is the group 
that has ruled the area since the 18th century. A number of 
Tampulma villages in the northern area have Gonja chiefs. A number 
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of thofie who lived nenr G/mbagn are shle to apeak Unghnnt «nd 

Mrnnpruai, and a few rnn trade in Hmi B « . The Tampuima* at. 

present have a .Minimum of contact with other language groups. 

This is mainly due to the inflation of the area north of D.-.ho.y,, . 

Only a nmal.1 percentage *peak Kpgli K h, 

This prcsentat iop ip bwisod on material km t tiered during 

two field trips comprising ;i total of 12 montha. 

Mr. Richard Herpmnn began the study of the language between 
July and December, 19M. The three language informants he 
used were Tommy nugili, son of the head Tampulma chief and 
revenue collector, Armedn ttusa, a middle nchool boy from Tnmale, 
find John Tiga, who had boon to the Presbyterian farm school at 
Yendi . 

The second period of 6 months was from November, I967 to 
April, 19fi8 when Mr. and Mrs Ian Gray lived" in Lingbinsi. During 
this period the principal -language informant was Mr. Peter Wusah, 
pastor of LinghipRi P-aptiflt church. 
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